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Mr. Bates Bathan 

Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, College of Economics and Management, 

University of Philippines at Los Banos and Ph.D. student Department of Agricultural and Resource 

Economics, Faculty of Economics, Kasetsart University 

Philippines 

(batesmarana.b@ku.th) 

 

Bates M. Bathan serves as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Agricultural and Applied 

Economics at the College of Economics and Management (CEM), University of the Philippines Los 

Baños (UPLB). He was awarded the Best Teacher Award, Junior Faculty Category, in 2016, and the 

Outstanding Teacher Award, Senior Faculty Category, in 2020 by the CEM-UPLB. He graduated cum 

laude with a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Economics, majoring in Agricultural Marketing and Prices, 

in 2008. Later, in 2017, he obtained his master’s degree in Agricultural Economics, focusing on 

Agricultural Finance, from the same university. Presently, he is pursuing his Ph.D. in Agricultural and 

Resource Economics at Kasertsart University’s Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, 

Faculty of Economics, under the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)-Southeast Asian Regional 

Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) In-Region Scholarship Program. His 

academic, research, and public service contributions encompass the publication of 11 journal articles, 

presentations of over 25 research papers, authorship of one training manual, five monographs, and 

eight technical/research bulletins. Moreover, he has actively engaged as a lecturer, trainer, facilitator, 

or evaluator in more than 25 extension activities. 
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Dr. Sayvisense Boulom 

Head of Food Science and Technology of Laos, ASEAN Sub-committee Food Science and Technology 

& Faculty of Agriculture, National University of Laos 

Laos PDR 

(sayvisene.b@nuol.edu.la) 

 

Sayvisene Boulom is a PhD student at the Athena Institute of the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VU). 

He graduated Master degree on applied sciences (Food Chemistry) from Auckland University of 

Technology, New Zealand. He started his career on agriculture development, food science and 

technology at National University of Laos and has been working on multi-disciplinary research. His 

interests are food safety management system (PGS, GI, organic, GAP, GMP, and HACCP) for safety and 

quality in food value chain. Additionally, he has been working on public private community partnership 

policy and agricultural extension that agricultural sustainability, agribusiness/contract farming and 

then climate smart agriculture (CSA) have been applied for cassava, tea, coffee, vegetable, rice sectors 

and livestock. Currently, agroecological and safe food system are our targeted. 
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Dr. Mark Buda 

Department of Agribusiness and Bioresource Economics 

Faculty of Agriculture, Universiti Putra Malaysia 

Malaysia 

(markbuda@upm.edu.my) 

 

Mark Buda graduated as BSc (Agribusiness) from UPM in 2008. After a short employment at Sime 

Darby Plantation, he joined as a tutor at the Department of Agribusiness and Information Technology 

(now the Department of Agribusiness and Bioresource Economics), UPM, followed by a MSc 

(Agricultural Economics) from UPM in 2013. From 2014 until 2018, he went to Oklahoma State 

University (OKSTATE) where he received a PhD in the field of Agricultural Economics. Both of his MSc 

and PhD theses were related to livestock economics and policy simulation. Since 2018, Mark Buda is 

working in academia, currently as Senior Lecturer at the Department of Agribusiness and Bioresource 

Economics, UPM. His teaching activities are mainly directed at agricultural economics and agribusiness 

in BSc, MSc and PhD courses. His research activities are focused on farm managerial economics and 

project management. He has developed an interest in livestock and aquaculture economics (especially 

production) and the use of technology there-in. 

  

mailto:markbuda@upm.edu.my


 
 

 

 
 

Ms. Monica Castillo 

Science Research Specialist, Policy Advocacy and Information Management Unit 

The Socio-economics. Research Division (SERD), DOST-PCAARRD 

Philippines  

(m.castillo@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph) 

 

Ms. Monica B. Castillo currently holds the position of Science Research Specialist II at the Policy 

Analysis and Information Management Unit (PAIMU), Socio-Economics Research Division (SERD) of the 

Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural Resources Research and Development (DOST-

PCAARRD). She serves as the Lead Technical Staff for PAIMU and as a Project Manager for various 

policy analysis and advocacy projects, particularly in advancing the advocacy for financial management 

reforms (FMR) and harmonizing the R&D programs and projects focused on the development of an 

inventory system for bamboo. Ms. Castillo has also co-authored two (2) important publications - the 

Integrated Approach to Impact Assessment: A Simplified Guidelines for DOST, and the Guidance for 

Identifying and Developing Policy Outputs under the DOST 6Ps Framework, and has produced several 

policy briefers and presentations. In her early years at DOST-PCAARRD, she provided significant 

assistance in crafting DOST-PCAARRD’s stance on various policy/position papers and represented the 

organization in public hearings and policy deliberations. Ms. Castillo graduated with honors (cum 

laude) with a Bachelor of Science in Economics from the University of the Philippines Los Baños. 
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Mr. Khan Donira 

Research Associate, Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI) 

Cambodia 

(donira.khan@cdri.org.kh) 

 

Khan Donira is a research associate at the Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI), where 

he works on natural resource and environmental issues. He holds a double master’s degree in 

Agricultural and Resource Economics from Kasetsart University in Thailand and Market, Organization, 

Quality, Service and Policy in Southern Agriculture from Montpellier in France. 

 

 

 
 

Assistant Professor Uchook Duangbootsee 

Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Faculty of Economics, Kasetsart University 

Thailand 

(uchook.d@ku.th) 

 

Uchook Duangbootsee is the Chair of Master Programs and Deputy Head for Quality Assurance Affairs 

in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics (ARE). His research primarily revolves 

around rural development, agricultural economics, and poverty dynamics. He holds a Bachelor's 

degree in Quantitative Economics from the University of Toronto and a Master's degree in Policy 

Economics from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. In 2017, he earned his PhD in 

Agricultural Economics from Michigan State University, where his dissertation focused on the analysis 

of Thai rice policy. 
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Mr. Christian Paul Lantican Fang 

Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, College of Economics and Management, 

University of Philippines at Los Banos 

Philippines 

(clfang@up.edu.ph) 

 

Mr. Christian Paul L. Fang is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Agricultural and Applied 

Economics, College of Economics and Management, University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB). 

His teaching and research involvements focus on rural finance and cooperatives, farm business 

accounting, farm management, value chain analysis, and impact assessment/evaluation of projects. 

He also served as an Editorial Assistant for the Journal of Economics, Management & Agricultural 

Development (JEMAD). Mr. Fang earned his Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics (cum laude) 

degree from UPLB and his Master of Science in Finance degree from the University of the Philippines 

Diliman. 
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Dr. Abdul Muis Hasibuan 

Researcher, Center for Behavioral and Circular Economics 

National Research and Innovation Agency/BRIN 

Indonesia 

(abdul.muis.hasibuan@brin.go.id) 

 

Abdul Muis Hasibuan is a researcher at the Research Center for Behavioral and Circular Economics, a 

division of the National Research and Innovation Agency in Jakarta, Indonesia. With a career spanning 

several years, he has made significant contributions to agricultural research in Indonesia, holding 

various positions in esteemed research institutions, including his role as a Researcher and Deputy 

Director at the Indonesian Center for Estate Crops Research and Development. Before that, he served 

as a Young Researcher at the Indonesian Industrial and Beverage Crops Research Institute and began 

his research journey as a Junior Researcher at the Indonesian Spices and Industrial Crops Research 

Institute. Muis's research interests encompass a wide range of critical agricultural topics, including 

agricultural technology adoption, farmers' behavior in climate change adaptation and mitigation, 

agricultural policy, and risk behavior. His work has been recognized and published in reputable 

journals, demonstrating his dedication to addressing the challenges faced by small-scale farmers and 

advancing sustainable agricultural practices. Driven by a strong commitment to advancing agricultural 

knowledge, his academic background includes a Ph.D. in Global Food and Resources from the 

University of Adelaide, Australia, a Master of Science in Agribusiness from Bogor Agricultural University, 

and a Bachelor of Science in Agribusiness from the same institution. 
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Ms. Sasiphen Hathaichoti 

Policy Developer, Department of Innovation Economic Policy 

Directorate of Science, Technology, Innovation (STI) and Education Ecosystem for Uplifting Wealth of 

Nation, Office of National Higher Education Science Research and Innovation Policy Council (NXPO) 

Thailand 

(sasiphen@nxpo.or.th) 

 

Sasiphen Hathaichoti is a Policy Developer at the Office of National Higher Education Science Research 

and Innovation Policy Council, Thailand. She works on science, technology, research, and innovation 

(STRI) policy focusing on the areas of biotechnology, synthetic biology, future food, and medical 

devices. She also worked as a former Plan and Policy Analyst at Office of the National Economic and 

Social Development Council (NESDC) working with teams drafting the 11th and 12th National Plan on 

how to strengthen Thailand’s STRI and MSMEs capabilities and ecosystem. 
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Dr. Nguyễn Phượng Lê 

Head of Agricon and Policies Department 

Vietnam National University of Agriculture 

Vietnam 

(nguyenphuongle@vnua.edu.vn) 

 

Dr. Nguyen Phuong Le’s academic background is in Agricultural Economics and Sustainable 

Development. She has been working as lecturer on Policy and Rural Development in the Faculty of 

Economics and Rural Development, Vietnam National University of Agriculture since 1994.  She got 

PhD degree on Philosophy of Social Science at the Regional Center for Social Sciences and Sustainable 

Development, Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang Mai University, Thailand in 2009. She has conducted 

a number of researches and published articles related to rural livelihood, agrarian transformation, and 

agricultural policies in Vietnam.  

 

 

 
 

Associate professor Parthana Parthanadee 

Faculty of Agro-Industry, Kasetsart University 

Thailand 

(parthana.p@ku.th) 

 

Parthana Parthanadee is an Associate Professor at the Department of Agro-Industry Technology, 

Faculty of Agro-Industry, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand. She is the head of the Special 

Program of the Master of Science in Agro-Industrial Innovation and Management Program at KU. Her 

research interests include agri-food logistics and supply chain management, production planning, 

inventory management and applied operations research in agro-industry. 
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Associate Professor Chompoonuch K. Permpoonwiwat 

Director, Public Economic Management for Executives Program 

King Prajadhipok’s Institute & Faculty of Economics, Srinakharinwirot University  

Thailand 

(ckosalakorn@gmail.com) 

 

Chompoonuh K. Permpoonwiwat, PhD, is an associate professor of economics at Srinakharinwirot 

University in Bangkok. She received her master’s and doctoral degrees in economics from the 

University of Utah, specializing in public economics, economics of gender and development, and 

quantitative methods. Her research interests are in public policy analysis related to local public 

finance, transportation, human resource development, and natural resource and environmental 

issues. She is an active member of the ASEM Education and Research Hub for Lifelong Learning, an 

official network for university cooperation between Asia and Europe. She has also been appointed 

among other leading economists in Thailand to the director and board committee for the Program in 

the Advanced Certificate Course in Public Economics Management for Executives at King Prajadhipok's 

Institute, Thailand. Finally, she is the current President of the University of Utah Alumni Association of 

Thailand. 
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Assoc Prof  Sirinya Phulkerd 

Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University 

Thailand 

(sirinya.phu@mahidol.ac.th) 

 

Sirinya Phulkerd is an Associate Professor at Institute for Population and Social Research (IPSR), 

Mahidol University Thailand. Her research interests span the fields of food policy and governance, 

including food environments, food behaviours and food security. Much of her work has been on 

improving the understanding, design, and performance of food and nutrition policies and systems in 

Thailand. In 2018 she formed a Food Policy and Monitoring and Evaluation (Food ME) research group 

which is a multidisciplinary research team. Food ME had successful grant applications for more than 

20 projects, totaling more than 100 million baht. She has served as many committee and technical 

members, including a Committee on Food Marketing Control Guideline Development, appointed by 

Department of Health, Ministry of Public Health (MOPH), and a Member of Technical Working Group 

on One Home One Garden Policy & World Class Street Food Policy and the Working Group on Policy 

and Collaboration on Obesity Prevention and Control, under WHO Country Cooperation Strategies & 

Department of Disease Control, MOPH. In 2023 she received Mahidol University’s Top 1% Researchers 

Award and Mahidol University’s Distinguished Thesis Award (For Major Advisor). She also received the 

IPSR’s Outstanding Faculty Award in 2020 and 2023. 
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Mr. Mohd Rashid Rabu 

Director of Social Science, Market Intelligence and  Agribusiness Research Centre Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security 

Malaysia 

(mrrabu@mardi.gov.my) 

 

Mohd Rashid Rabu is a Director of Socio, Economy, Market Intelligence and Agribusiness Centre of 

MARDI. He holds a Bachelor Science of Resources Economic from University Putra Malaysia in 1989 

and graduated with Master of Art (Commerce) from Otaru University of Commerce  Hokkaido, Japan 

in 1999.He involves in various research disciplines in agricultural economics and  policy research in 

Malaysia. He was a  resource person in Developing National Agriculture Policy and National Agrofood 

Policy for Malaysia. As a subject matter expert on policy matters in agricultural  sector in Malaysia , he 

was appointed as lead  consultant various national agricultural industry development : National  Grain 

Corn Industry Development, National Blueprint of the  Coconut Industry, the feasibility Study on The  

Medical Industry on indigenous crops Kratom and Cannabis and the United Nation and European 

Union Program on  the economics of ecosystems and biodiversity initiative for agriculture and food. 
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Dr. Sahara 

Director, International Trade Analysis and Policy Studies, IPB University 

Indonesia 

(sahara@apps.ipb.ac.id) 

 

Dr. Sahara is now the Director Executive at International Trade Analysis and Policy Study, a research institution at 

the Faculty of Economics (FEM) and Management-IPB University. Until now, She has held the title of adjunct 

associate professor at Adelaide University. Sahara has wide experience in conducting research funded by national 

and international organizations (e.g., ACIAR, DFAT, JICA World Bank, ARNeT) in the area of agri-food value chains, 

agri-food digital market, contract farming, and rural development for important agri-food commodities in Indonesia 

including staple food, horticulture, dairy,  beef, and cattle sectors. While markets for agricultural products evolve 

(modern market including digital market reformation), Sahara has conducted several research focused on how to 

facilitate the adjustment of small farmers to a new Agri-food system, particularly agri-food digital e-commerce.  

Sahara also collaborated with several Institutions in Australia including ACIAR for the project ‘Improving Milk Supply, 

Competitiveness and Livelihoods in Smallholder Dairy Chains in Indonesia” (ACIAR/2012/099); Deakin University for 

the project ‘Indonesian Agrifood E-Commerce–Current Practices and Perceptions; and Queensland University  for 

the project of ‘Digital Technology Options for Indonesia’s and Australia’s Beef and Cattle Sector’.  
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Asst Prof Thasanee Satimanon 

School of Development Economics, National Institute of Development Administration 

Thailand 

(ttonganupong@gmail.com) 

 

Dr. Thasanee Satimanon is a faculty in School of Development Economics, National Institute of 

Development Administration. She received her Ph.D. from Department of Agricultural, Food and 

Resource Economics, Michigan State University in 2013. Her research areas are inequality in 

agricultural sector, agribusiness, and food marketing, especially sustainable products. Currently, she 

is interested in policies relating to consumer behavior, nutrition, life span under ageing society, and 

agricultural water management.  
 

 

 
 

Mr. Sim Sokcheng 

Research Fellow, Director of Center for Policy Research in Agriculture and Rural Development 

Cambodia 

(simsokcheng@cdri.org.kh) 

 

Mr. Sim Sokcheng is currently the Director and a Senior Research Fellow in the Center for policy 

research in agriculture and rural development of CDRI. He has joined CDRI since 2013. He has 

extensive experience in leading and managing various research projects and doing research on 

agriculture, economic development, impact evaluation, and particularly conducting large surveys. Mr. 

Sokcheng is a Ph.D. candidate and hold a master’s degree in Economics majoring in Development 

Economics from Kobe University, Japan. 
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Dr. Pham Le Thong 

Head of Department of Agricultural Economics, School of Economics 

Can Tho University 

(plthong@ctu.edu.vn) 

 

Pham Le Thong is currently Associate Professor, Dean of Faculty of Agricultural Economics at the 

School of Economics, Can Tho University. He teaches microeconomics, econometrics and agricultural 

economics. His research interests relate to issues in Farm Household Economics, Production 

Economics and Applied Econometrics. He has published in international journals including Journal of 

Population Economics and Journal of Asian Business and Economic Studies. He received his doctorate 

from the University of Groningen, The Netherlands. 
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Dr. Sivalee Trakulvichean 

Excellent Center of Waste Utilization and Management (ECoWaste) 

Thailand 

(sivalee.tra@gmail.com) 

 

Dr. Sivalee Trakulvicheanis currently a researcher at ECoWaste, a collaborative center between KMUTT 

and BIOTEC. Excellent Center of Waste Utilization and Management (ECoWaste) is a collaborative 

research center between Pilot Plant Development and Training Institute (PDTI), King Mongkut's 

University of Technology Thonburi (KMUTT), School of Bioresources and Technology (SBT), KMUTT, and 

National Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (BIOTEC), National Science and Technology 

Development Agency (NSTDA). Her expertise lies in the environmental and renewable energy sectors, 

with a specific emphasis on waste management and starch technology. Her research interests 

encompass food and agriculture policy, carbon footprint analysis of the cassava starch industry, and 

biogas production. Furthermore, Dr. Trakulvicheanis had actively participated in Systems Research: 

Food System of Thailand project in 2019, and Thailand Food System Development Project: Framing 

the Food System and Analyzing and Enhancing the Food System Component of 'Trade, Distribution, 

and Food Service' under the Research Plan: Policy Research for the Development of Thailand's Food 

System, funded by Agricultural Research Development Agency (Public Organization) in 2020. 
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Dr. Chanhphasouk Vidavong 

Director of Trade Policy Research Division 

Institute for Industry and Commerce, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

Laos PDR 

(vchanhphasouk@yahoo.com) 

 

Dr. Chanhphasouk Vidavong, Director of the Trade Policy Research Division at the Institute for Industry 

and Commerce in Lao PDR, has been with the institute since 2007. He has roles as a researcher, 

lecturer, trainer, and consultant, specializing in Economics, Marketing, E-commerce, and International 

Trade. His research delves into Industry and Trade policy, E-commerce, and the economic impact on 

business, including minimum wage effects. He's explored Laos's Export Potential and the role of Global 

Value Chains in SMEs and Pro-Poor Development. Dr. Vidavong has collaborated with JETRO, the 

ASEAN-Japan Center, and contributed to the National Consultants Report on NSW and Digital Data 

Governance in Lao PDR. He holds a Ph.D. from Nagoya University, a Master's from Hiroshima 

University, and a Bachelor's from the National University of Laos, all in Economics. 
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Associate professor Piya Wongpit 

Faculty of Economic and Business Management, National University of Laos 

Laos PDR 

(p.wongpit@nuol.edu.la) 

 

Associate Professor Piya Wongpit heads the Finance and Banking Department at the Faculty of 

Economics and Business Administration, National University of Laos. He instructs students across 

bachelor's, master's, and Ph.D. levels in subjects like research methodology, public financial 

management, and securities analysis. With a rich background in agriculture economics, trade, and 

economic development research, he's conducted numerous feasibility studies and offered training to 

both government staff and private entities. As a board member of the Policy Think Tank at the National 

Agriculture and Rural Development Institute, Lao PDR, he advises the government, particularly the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. His academic credentials include a Ph.D. and Master's in 

Economics from Kobe University, Japan, and a Bachelor's in Business Administration with a finance 

major from the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, Bangkok  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:p.wongpit@nuol.edu.la

